Theme: “One Church...One Vision” - Ephesians 4:4-6
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From The Bishops’ Desk...
Greetings Goldsboro-Raleigh Family,
I am excited to address you for the first time as Presiding
Prelate by way of our quarterly newsletter. I’d like to begin
by thanking our Communications team for their diligence
and hard work in keeping us informed about what is going
on in our Assembly.
In December 2018, I was able to cast my vision for this
great body of Believers. After seeking the Lord for direction, One Church. One Vision was planted in my heart.
Ephesians 4: 4-6 is the heartbeat of our theme. By these
scriptures we understand that “there is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were
called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all”. Through these scriptures we should also find our responsibility
individually and corporately to promote unity and dismantle division wherever it abides
within our GRDA family. I believe that in effort to rise to the challenge of our theme, it
will require commitment, selflessness, sacrifices, open-minds, focus, generosity and love.
Reaching the half way mark of this year, I’m extremely proud of the resilience this Assembly has displayed during this period of transition. I’d like to thank Bishop Aycock,
Bishop Johnson and General Bishop Alton Smith for their generous support during this
time. In addition, I commend all Board members, Auxiliary leads and staff for continuing
to carry out your duties in excellence.
Family, we are embarking upon unchartered territory as we follow the direction of God.
While the world around us is vastly changing, we must stay ahead of the world and make
the impact that we’ve been planted to make. We must bridge the gap between the generations, we must learn to do ministry in a more excellent way amid an ever-changing culture
and we must make disciples as we’ve been COMMISSIONED by God. My resolve remains the same, “we do it better together”.
Finally, I look forward to working with each of you. I’m eager to hear your God-inspired
thoughts and ideas, and how they may fit into our current vision. I petition each of you to
join me in fervent prayer for this Assembly. For without God, we can do no-thing.
In His Service,

Bishop Robert D. Hood
Presiding Prelate

Next Prayer Walk - July 6, 2019 ~ 8:00 AM @ GDI
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Apex School of Theology Learning Center
Goldsboro at the Goldsboro-Raleigh District Assembly
Offering the following degrees: Associates of Christian Education, Bachelor of Theology, Master of
Divinity, Master of Christian Education
Fall 2019 Registration - begins May 29 and ends on June 30 | Classes start on August 12
All classes be held at the GRDA Headquarters every Monday night beginning at 6:30 pm
Instruction is provided via online and (limited - Monday nights) face-to-face.

Continuing Education Program
Offering the following classes:
Old Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, Evangelism, Stewardship, Discipleship
The program meets the needs of:
Adult learners; Persons who never completed high school;
Persons with disabilities and Pastors and laypersons of ALL denominations.
Our Continuing Education Units, (C.E.U.), are fully certified by the school.
Classes will begin soon and held at various locations throughout the Assembly. All classes will be held for
2 hours each week over the course of 8 weeks.
Cost per class is $100 (includes course packet and book(s))
Visit: www.apexsot.edu for more information or contact Tarrick C. Cox, Site Director at 252-717-8106
or Dr. Dianna Peppers, Professor/Recruiter at 252-286-1089.
The Apex School of Theology Learning Center – Goldsboro – 2019 Spring Graduates
Far top left – Minister Crystal Cogdell, Minster Misha Reid Sykes and Minister Shirley Jones
Far bottom left- Mother Norvis Fonville, Sister Darlene Elam and Pastor Donald Loftin
Middle Left- Pastor Kenneth Moore (not Goldsboro Site) , Minister Glenda McKoy and Elder Wiley Reid
Other Graduates not pictured- Deacon James Earl Peppers, Elder Michael White, Elder Larry Witherspoon, Minister Shelia Maye and Sister Gale Artis
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GRDA
Sunday School
Convention
July 19-20, 2019

Please visit the
GRDA website for
full details:
www.goldsboro-raleigh.org

DCYF 2019 Calendar
August 10, 2019 ~ 10am - 1pm
3rd Quarterly Meeting at King’s Chapel Church of Christ
2109 Elijah Loftin Road, Kinston NC 28501
(252) 527-5945
Pastor: Elder John D. Ward
DCYF Youth Advisor: Elder Betty Hall

September 14, 2019 ~ 10am - 1pm
4th Quarterly Meeting at Holy Hill Church of Christ
644 Beston Road, LaGrange NC 28551
(252) 566-3046
Pastor: Elder Keith Robinson
DCYF Youth Advisor: Sister Tara Moses
November 2, 2019 ~ Doors open at 5:00 pm
DCYF 2019 End-of-the-Year Banquet
Goldsboro-Raleigh District Assembly Fellowship Hall
DCYF President: Sister Felicia Wellington
DCYF Vice President: Mother Julia McCall
Youth President: Brother Christopher Hardy
Youth Vice President: Sister Indeya Wellington
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Twenty Years of Godly Leadership Celebrated
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Holy Consecration
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Goldsboro Disciple Institute
School of Religious Education
*2019 GRADUATES*

Diploma of Biblical Studies
Shonnette Carraway
New Greenleaf, Goldsboro
Linda Hand
New Greenleaf, Goldsboro
Edward High
St. Paul #2, Emit
Brenda McNair
St. James, Mt. Olive
Carolyn Ward
St. James, Mt. Olive

Certificate of Deacons
Almond Butler
Union Grove, Clinton
Charles Hinnant
Flat Rock, Sims
Demetrius Manning
Canaan, Fayetteville
THE GIFT WRAP & THE JEWEL
I looked in the mirror and what did I see?
But a little old lady peering back at me
With bags and sags and wrinkles and wispy white hair
And I asked my reflection, how did you get there?
You once were straight and vigorous
And now you’re stooped and weak
When I tried so hard to keep you from becoming an antique
My reflection’s eyes twinkled and she solemnly replied
You’re looking at the gift wrap and not the jewel inside
A living gem and precious of unimagined worth
Unique and true, the real you, the only you on earth
The years that spoil your gift wrap with other things more cruel
Should purify and strengthen and polish up that jewel
So focus your attention on the inside, not the out
On being kinder, wiser, more content and more devout
Then when your gift wrap’s stripped away
Your jewel will be set free, to radiate God’s glory throughout
eternity!
By Wanda B. Goines

Certificate of Mothers
Ollie Lofton
St. Mark, Faro

Gloria Skinner
Hickory Grove, Kinston

Certificate of Trustees
Paul Butler
Union Grove, Clinton
Sheila Ellis
St. Peter, Farmville
Alexander Graham
St. Rose, Wilson
Eddie Hilliard ~ St. James,
LaGrange
Troy King ~ St. Paul, Black Creek
Annie Newby ~ Flat Rock, Sims

Submitted by: Minister Shonnette Carraway
New Greenleaf Church, Goldsboro

Ada Ruffin ~ St. Rose, Wilson
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“Spiritual Discernment, The Anointing of The Holy Ghost”
The Body of Christ needs and will continue to need spiritual discernment in these days of spiritual deception, and the
many workings of the enemy we need discernment, we need the ability to perceive and understand spiritual forces
good or bad. Many there are today who seem to accept almost anything or anyone who comes along if they simply
speak of Christ and knowing Him. These are days when we must ever be on our guard ever mindful of the tactics of
the enemy to infiltrate the Church and to deceive the children.
If we are truly born again Christians we have the Spirit of God within us, we have the anointing that is spoken of in I
John 2:27, “But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone
teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it
has taught you, you will abide in Him.” The Greek Word for “unction” and “anointing” is the same word
“Charisma.” It is a smearing of the Holy Spirit, which means the special endowment (chrism) of the Holy Spirit. It is
divine approval, divine authority and divine ability.
This anointing is resident in those who are yielded to Christ. It lives within because of the smearing. We often say of
preachers, teachers and singers “they are so anointed or they were not anointed. Sometime we wrongly attribute the
anointing to individuals who display natural in their acts of ministry. The leper’s anointing comes by accepting Jesus
the priestly anointing comes by fellowship with Jesus, kingly anointing comes by obeying Jesus. Because of the Holy
Spirit and because of this anointing we as the Lord’s children have an ability of discernment that the world does not
have and because of it we will not be deceived. We will know truth from falseness, light from darkness, the things of
God from the things of the enemy. Though we have the capacity there seems to be many who just do not know it and
do not know how to trust what it is that the Lord has given to them.
We need to realize that Satan is real, and that he has with him evil forces that are able to do works of damage against
the Church, a Nation, and individuals. We need to realize that Satan is ever working to infiltrate a Church and cause
problems, problems between people, problems with getting out the truth of God’s Word, and problems with getting
people to accept something false as if it is true. In 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 we read: “For such are false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ, and no wonder for Satan himself transforms
himself into an angel of light. Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.”
Here is why we need discernment; it is so we can discern false apostles, deceitful workers, those who would transform themselves into ministers of righteousness. Satan has the ability to make his self appear as an angel of light,
come into the Church with his ministers and steer us in wrong way. I John 4:1 reads: “Beloved do not believe every
spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
We see that there is such a thing as false prophets who may bring to us a false spirit and we should therefore test,
prove and discern so that we will not be deceived knowing this as a possibility reveals why everyone in the Church
needs discernment and needs to be on their guard in regards to everything. Let us learn to be a little less gullible, and
more dependent upon the Lord. In this way we will be kept safe and on the right and proper path.
Mr. Flynn defines discernment as “the ability to distinguish between the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” In this
day in which we live when it comes to the presentation of the Word we must know the difference between that which
is truth and that, which is error. Discernment is the ability to know and to perceive something about a person, situation, message or ministry that you could not know by any other means than the Spirit of God within you. By discernment we are able to judge a situation with the light and knowledge of God. I Corinthians 2:14-15 “But the natural
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judge all things.” Here we learn that to discern is to be
able to accept, receive, judge, understand and perceive spiritual truth. Discerning is the Christian’s ability to know
and understand the things that other people cannot. True discernment is spiritual and is from God’s Spirit, it is not
from man. There may be some non-believers who are better at understanding certain things than others but true discernment is from God’s Spirit only, as He gives to our spirit. Discernment is not to be a work of our soul, but always
a reliance upon God, and therefore, it you have solid discernment there is no place for pride.
By discernment we are able to know the spiritual condition of a person. As you can see this ability would be very
helpful in being able to know where a person is at and how you might pray for them and speak with them By discernment we are able to know the presence of evil forces in a person, Church, place or organization. By discernment we
will know when a man speaks whether it is from the man’s soul or from the Spirit of God. Though I believe every
believer who has the Holy Spirit within him has discernment, I do believe that there are particular believers who are
especially gifted with the ability to discern and because of this we should know who they are and pay attention to
what they discern.
Submitted By: Pastor Katie Armstrong
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St. Stephens Church of Christ DOC
308 West First Street ~ Princeton, NC 27569
On March 6-8, 2019, St. Stephen Church in Princeton, NC had three nights of Meet and Greet Services.
These services were held to welcome our new Pastor Bishop Ronnie Hood and First Lady Mary Hood to
St. Stephen Church and the community. Princeton is considered a very close knit community and the
church wanted to give all the community a chance to come out and meet the new pastor.
On Wednesday, March 6, 2019 our Guest was Rev. Cornelius Brantley, Jr. and congregation from Princeton United
Methodist Church in Princeton. Our guest soloist was Paula
Waters from Smithfield.
On Thursday March 7th, our guest was Rev. Dr. Robert Williams and congregation from Smith Chapel in Selma, NC.
On Friday our guest was Senior Vice Bishop Richard Johnson and St Peter in Smithfield. The keys to St. Stephens
were presented to the pastor Bishop Ronnie Hood by Trustee
Ronald Rawling. We had a Glorious time in the Lord each night.
Submitted by: Sister Linda Warren, Secretary

Goldsboro-Raleigh's Weep for the City prayer ministry

has
taken on new strides...literally! At the request of Bishop Hood the ministry has
now led two prayer walks. The prayer walk consists of members walking the
grounds of GRDA's campus, while also praying for the assembly. Pastor James
Newsome is the prayer walk Coordinator. The prayer walks will take place the
first Saturday of each month. In the event of
rain, the mission will still be accomplished by
walking inside the building. Please make plans
to join the prayer ministry on the next walk, Saturday, July 6 at 8:00 a.m. Bring your families,
church family, small groups and teams. Bishop
Hood is especially challenging our young adults
to participate. One Church, One Vision.

Elder Tachala Dawson Hood
Weep for the City Prayer Ministry Lead
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“COME and SEE”
Hickory Grove Church of Christ, Kinston N.C. is proud to in inform the Body of Christ of their
“Continuing Education Classes” through Apex School of Theology. Classes are held every Thursday at
6:30 p.m. in Hickory Grove’s fellowship hall, at 1436 Hickory Grove Road, Kinston, N.C. 28501.
As Pastor and facilitator of classes, I can truly say, God has blessed the courses of study, beginning
with “Prayer Ministry 101, which birthed a prayer team in the ministry and allowed the Holy Spirit to work
through the students as they made intercession for others. At the close of the eight week session the class
celebrated with a special service and honored Elder Rose Cannon for her exemplary work during this
course of study.
The second course of study was “Evangelism” and students were required to create tracks to present to others as a means of sharing the good news. During the Evangelism class, the students ministered to
the Homeless Center in Kinston through Word and deeds.
The “Continuing Education Class is presently studying “Spiritual Gifts” which helps the students
to learn of the diverse gifts God has given and the students are finding their gifting to be used for the Body
of Christ. The month of June brings about the completion of three courses of continuing education studies,
but we look forward to August 8th as we began a course in “Stewardship.”
AS Pastor and facilitator, I can say God is doing a mighty move in the Church family and the communities involved in these continuing education courses. I invite you to “Come and See” what the Lord id
doing in such a time as this!
Yours in Christ! Elder Shelton Keyes- Pastor
Contact # 252-945-4093
Congratulations!
GRDA Secretary, Christopher Chesnutt
BGN Leadership proudly recognizes Chris Chesnutt for his contributions to
the Global BGN community and overall dedication to Google as one of our
Global Leadership Team Members. Christopher started with Google in October 2017, as the site ABP for Lenoir Data Center and Clarksville, TN.
LNR and SPC are fully functional Data Centers within the GDC Community.
Core to his functional role, Christopher manages the community relations and
affairs within Caldwell County, NC and Montgomery County, TN. Today we
celebrate his promotion as the Regional ABP for Northern VA (NoVa) Data
Centers. In this role Christopher will develop a community strategy and build
the community relations team from the ground including the management and
execution of the regions 2.1 billion dollar budget for events, STEM, and Community Relations. The NoVa
role is not just significant to one Data Center, NoVA will consist of 5 sites initially based on FR, and will
grow to one of the largest clusters of DCs within the GDC fleet.
Courtesy of Google

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY!
MOTHER ANNIE BELL RICKS
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GRDA Email Address:
info@goldsboro-raleigh.org

*******************

***Continue to support God’s Army of 1000
***Online contributions are continuously being accepted.

The Voice...

June 2019
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